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We are pleased to present Resilience Beyond Refusal, a solo booth of recent works by 
Reginald Sylvester II. Questioning his position as an artist in a time of moral crises, 
Sylvester seeks to integrate his personal politics within his art practice to create work 
that is rooted in social realities and guided by his spirituality. These recent works 
feature experiments with new materials, including rope, ex-military material, and 
rubber. Like assemblage artists before him, Sylvester is interested in the tactility of 
these materials and the histories they signify, thereby moving beyond painting into 
the realm of object-making.  

A new form of painterly objects for the artist, the Offering works are made of rubber 
which is sliced in curves to reveal the canvas' frame. Developing from his interest in 
Readymades, Sylvester began utilizing rubber roofing and through a conversation 
with his father learned how the industrialization of the rubber-making process led to 
violence against the indigenous and black populations of the Congo. The harsh 
beauty of these works is in tension with the history of their materiality. They are a 
reflection on commerce's violent edge which so often touches black and brown 
communities; they stand as acts of remembrance. 

This presentation includes a preview of works that will be on view in Painter’s Refuge: 
A Way of Life at the Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-American Arts + Culture, 
Charlotte, North Carolina, the artist’s first solo American museum exhibition which 
opens May 5, 2022 and will be on view through January 16, 2023.  

Reginald Sylvester II (b. 1987, Jacksonville, North Carolina) works predominantly in 
abstraction. Many of his paintings are large-scale, featuring gestural mark-making with 
layers of paint applied in a physically demanding process. His works are held in public 
collections including the ICA Miami, Florida; Ackland Art Museum, North Carolina; 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, Wolverhampton, UK; Spazio 1, Lugano, Switzerland; and 
Fondazione Stelline, Milan, Italy. In April 2022, he will present a new series of works on 
paper in the solo exhibition CUTS at Maximillian William, London. A series of paintings 
is currently on view at the Arts Club, London, until May 15, 2022 in a solo exhibition 
titled Feelin’ Blue. Recent solo exhibitions include With the End in Mind, Maximillian 
William, London, 2021; NEMESIS, Maximillian William, London, 2019; and The Rise and 
Fall of a People, Fondazione Stelline, Milan, 2017. Sylvester is featured in the 
publication Prime: Art's Next Generation, London: Phaidon, 2022. Other publications 
include With the End in Mind, London and New York: InOtherWords, Maximillian 
William, and Natchez, 2021; and NEMESIS, London: Maximillian William, 2020.  
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Reginald Sylvester II 
Day of the Lord, 2021 
Acrylic on canvas 
100 x 75 in 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reginald Sylvester II 
Four Corners, 2021 
Acrylic on US military issue olive drab shelter halves 
82 x 70 in  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reginald Sylvester II 
Offering V, 2021 
Acrylic, rope, paper, tarp, and rubber over wood 
80 x 72 in 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reginald Sylvester II 
Offering IX, 2022 
Acrylic, paper, tarp and rubber over wood 
60 x 72 in 
 

	
	 	


